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3:15  Keynote Presentation - Ordinary to

8:00 Welcome Extraordinary: The Little Difference that Brings
8:15 2025 Christmas Tree Season Results & Success in Ag
Navigating the RCTB Resources What separates those who succeed from those who
Early insights and takeaways from the 2025 Christmas feel stuck? In this engaging keynote, Andrew McCrea
tree season, current national consumer research trends, draws on insights worldwide to reveal the key qualities
and ongoing promotional efforts. Also, a demonstration that set extraordinary farmers apart. You will be )
of RCTB social media content, marketing toolkits and rethinking success and discovering the “extra” that drives
consumer education pieces. meaningful results—on the farm, in business, and in life.
9:15 The War on Weeds--Herbicides, Best Practices, 4:30 Roundtables
& What’s Ahead

Learn why effective weed control is essential, compare TU ESDAY, JANUARY 205 2026

the advantages and disadvantages of different
management strategies, and get a detailed overview of 8:00 Welcome to Day 2

current herbicide options, including new and emerging

products growers should be aware of. Also, the latest 8:15 Keynote Workshop - The Total Town Makeover:
findings from weed science research, offering practical How You Can Help Your Community Thrive
insights into what’s working, what’s changing, and what

challenges lie ahead for growers. By living in a small town and working alongside rural

communities to help them become places the next

10:30 Gnome Sweet Gnome: Grand Champion generation wants to call home, Andrew shares practical,
Wreaths & Whimsical Greenery Workshop real-world strategies to make a lasting difference where
. . . you live.
Demos of bow-making techniques, wreath making, and
the step-by-step process behind evergreen gnomes. 9:15 WCTPA Awards
Also construction tips and design insights—perfect . .
for growers looking to elevate their wreaths, diversify 9:45 DATCP Worker Protection Standard (WPS)
products, or add a little whimsy to their holiday offerings. Protect your employees and remain compliant when
. . using pesticides. Learn who is required to follow WPS
11:30 Trade Show Vendors & Wreaths Contest Voting and the ke training, information, and practices needed
1:00 Planting to Harvest Panel with Christmas Tree to reduce pesticide exposure and meet WI requirements.
Experts and Seasoned Growers 10:30 Putting the Booth to Work: How WCTPA
Join a diverse panel of experienced growers and industry Outreach Supports Your Farm

professionals for an open Q&A covering the entire
Christmas tree production cycle—from site prep and
planting to weed control, crop protection, harvest, and
beyond. Bring your questions or simply listen in as the
panel shares practical, real-world insights drawn from
commercial production, multi-generational farming, and
technical agronomy and labor support roles. Whether
you are new to the industry or refining established
practices, this session offers straightforward, field-tested

WCTPA’s mobile outreach booth has become one of the
association’s most valuable (and underutilized) tools for
connecting with local communities. From county fairs and
farm events to school programs and holiday festivals,

the booth offers farms a turnkey way to share the story
of real Christmas trees, educate the public, and build
meaningful connections with future customers.

11:00 The Road to an Old-Fashioned Christmas: A

guidance to help strengthen your operation. Look Toward 2026
2:00 WCTPA Semi-Annual Members Meeting
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Andrew McCrea
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Andrew McCrea is a farmer, rancher, national broadcaster,
author, and leadership speaker whose work has inspired
audiences for nearly three decades. He produces the
nationally syndicated program American Countryside, heard
across the country, and has earned the Oscar® in Agriculture
five times for his outstanding broadcast storytelling. He
continues to manage and work on McCrea Family Farms, a
3,500-acre cattle and crop operation in northwest Missouri,
where he still checks cattle on horseback, runs equipment,
and stays deeply connected to production agriculture.
Andrew’s broadcast assignments have taken him from Cape
Canaveral’s launch pads to remote farming communities
worldwide, interviewing everyone from celebrity performers to
local leaders whose stories rarely make the headlines.
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ROUNDTABLES

AT THE CONVENTION

o Facehook, Social Media & Blogs | e Safety on the Farm Checklists, ;

o Farm Stays | Walkthroughs & Signage
o Food on the Farm | ® Having a Voice in Madison
BILL EMILY OTTO o Starting a Flower Farm | @ Fire Mapping for
LINDBERG  KLINGBEIL OEMIG o Marketng Tos for E'“efge"f!{ §Ef!"‘,°i- g
MSU Extension Great Lakes Ag Pesticide  Beginners * Collahorative Marketing
Christmas Tree Labor Services Programs Unit e Starting Farm Camps | o Navigating the New Law for
Educator Manager Supervisor &% & Going Cashless Agricultural Event Venues:
/ Selling Alcohol on the Farm
and many more: . @ How to Communicate
@- e @ with Elected Officials
_.-'_-:"a:u: - e SRR
TEnals :

_ JOIN THE DISCUSSION!
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